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Tyranny of the Majority : Fundamental Fairness in Representative Democracy By Lani Guinier At last...the public hearing she was denied...These essays reveal keen powers of analysis applied to some of the most obdurate problems that bedevil electoral politics. Anyone who cares about the mechanisms of democracy should be engaged by her tough-minded explorations. It doesn't matter where you think you stand: it's all here, to argue or agree with. --Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Lani Guinier's fascinating book is a prophetic intervention into a public conversation we desperately need to rejuvenate. There is no doubt that her powerful voice will produce good consequences for our nation and world.
--Cornel West, Author of Race Matters Intriguing and desperately needed...
--The San Francisco Chronicle
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Editorial Review
From Library Journal Like most Americans, President Clinton hadn't read Guinier's controversial academic writings when he nominated her to the position of assistant attorney general for civil rights. Now, with the publication of this collection of essays, a larger reading audience will have an opportunity to learn more about her views on voting rights. Guinier discusses the dilemma facing a democracy when a minority's own interests are consistently blocked by an electoral majority. While espousing a notion that is as simple as Robert Fulghum's admonition that we take turns, she also proposes complex remedial alternatives ranging from interest-based electoral districts to cumulative voting. As with many collections of previously published writings, the individual chapters don't all fit together. This is a difficult and controversial book, full of murky ideas and writing, but it should be as widely read as possible because the success of our democracy requires the discussion of ideas.
-Jerry E. Stephens, U.S. Court of Appeals Lib., Oklahoma City Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.
From Booklist
Here they are--the law-review articles that last year cost Guinier her chance to become the government's top civil rights enforcer. In their unexpurgated plenitude (the footnotes constitute one-third of their bulk, though), these sources of the quotations that the media echo chamber amplified into the "quota queen" charge afford a two-step entry into Guinier's world of voting theory. The first, pronounced in "The Triumph of Tokenism," is Guinier's attack on the huge increase in the number of elected minority officials since the Voting Rights Act passed as a specious advance (within this critique comes her position on the celebrated question of an official's "authenticity"). The second step is made up of the remedies--especially cumulative voting (in which each voter casts more than one vote) and multiple-seat districts--that she argues will better represent minority interests. Unfortunately, Guinier nowhere defines those interests, which will probably lose her many a general reader. Still, everyone knows, or thinks they know, what racism, Guinier's raw main subject, is. It is repeatedly implicated in such crash-and-burn spectacles as Guinier's failed nomination, and the visceral feelings that nomination evoked guarantee considerable interest in these articles. Gilbert Taylor From Kirkus Reviews The nominee for assistant attorney general for civil rights who was dumped by President Clinton in the face of right-wing pressure offers the academic writings that were distorted into soundbites and led to her being labeled a ``quota queen'' by the Wall Street Journal and others. Guinier (Law/Univ. of Pennsylvania) proclaims herself a ``democratic idealist,'' and in her introductory chapter she claims credibly that her ideas are not out of the mainstream. Unfortunately, as Yale law professor Stephen Carter (The Culture of Disbelief, 1993) states in a savvy preface, the withdrawal of Guinier's nomination deprived us of a chance at a ``national seminar'' on race and politics. Guinier's footnote-laden essays, aimed at academics, are heavy going, but her points are challenging. The Voting Rights Act, she argues, has been more successful in achieving the election of black officials than in altering the conditions of their constituents. She cogently suggests that winner-take-all voting systems that consistently exclude minorities are undemocratic. But she argues against remedy by gerrymandering, calling attention, in an example, to the status of blacks and Asians in New York City's new, geographically distorted ``Latino'' congressional district. Instead, she advocates cumulative voting, which is used in corporate elections. Thus, in at-large races for several seats, a minority voter can wield influence by clustering his or her several ballots for a preferred candidate. Yes, Guinier's view of the ideological homogeneity of African-Americans calls for debate, but her much-lambasted critique of who is an ``authentic'' black leader is actually fairly subtle, if murkily expressed. More an artifact than a full exposition of the issues involved, but a primary source response to a craven episode in nomination history. --Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margaret Stanley:
Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Tyranny of the Majority : Fundamental Fairness in Representative Democracy? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?
Christa Nisbet:
Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Tyranny of the Majority : Fundamental Fairness in Representative Democracy, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.
Lawrence Gibbs:
It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Tyranny of the Majority : Fundamental Fairness in Representative Democracy is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
